INTRODUCTION
Chhattisgarh is the most water resourceful state in the central India. It is gifted with vast aquatic resources comprising village tank, reservoirs and ponds in addition to the four major river basins i.e. Mahanadi, Godavari, Ganga and Narmada with their tributaries. The state possesses vast and varied natural water area available for fish culture in the form of river, reservoirs, ponds and tanks. About 1.64 Lakh hectare average water areas are available for fish culture. Besides the state have major riverine system and their tributaries forming a network of 3573 km. A number of fishing communities have developed in response to favourable factors. These communities can be divided into:
• Specialists or traditional groups who depend completely on fish and other aquatic resources for their subsistence
• Subsistence fishers or opportunists who depend partly on fish
• Groups who have recently started fishing.
There are three major fishermen community come under first category namely Kewat, Dhimar and Malha. As the name implies, this is a community of traditional boatmen and fishermen. The Baiga tribes come under second category, which partially depends on fishing.
The general aims of the study were to state economic viability of the fishing activity, through the estimation of some socio-economic indicators and economic performance. It was also aimed to determine success, problems and the obstacles of the fishing cooperatives, with regard to objectives of cooperatives, fishermen's satisfaction and several other criteria's to attract attention of central fishery management authority like DoF, Govt. of CG. The State is playing an important role by generating self-employment through fisheries in rural areas which in turn provides nutritious food to rural folks. Fisheries business has generated an employment potential for about 2.09 Lakh person, most of them belong to weaker section of the society.
There are 34 primary fisheries cooperatives in the district which require effective management for the welfare of poor fishermen. between traditional fishermen and modern fishing, which needs to be filled up with appropriate measures. They need to be educated and trained in terms of juvenile fisheries, importance of fishing ban etc. Regarding fishery cooperatives it was found that some cooperatives showed particular strengths and were partly successful but performed less than their potential due to many internal (lack of solidarity, lack of qualified business management), and external success factors (weak legislative support by government, lack of training). To conclude, they deserve more attention and encouragement to show better performance.
MATERIAL AND METHODS
The study has focused mainly on the fisher community of Kabirdham district districts in Chhattisgarh. It has used both secondary research of the available information and Primary Household Survey. From the complete list of fish fishers, all of whom cooperative members, were interviewed in six different fishing villages.
A Study on Profile of Socio-Economic Condition of Fishermen in Selected
The interview schedule was prepared for collecting data from the respondents. The schedule consisted of questions related to personal information; socio-demographic condition, income of fisher, and other relevant aspect of reservoir fishing were included in the questionnaires. Rapport building with the community was done using PRA tool.
This process also helped in narrowing down the number of variables to be fixed for the quantitative survey. Personal interview technique was used for collecting the data. Secondary data from Department of Fisheries, records and various other reports were also consulted.
RESULTS

Fishery Structure in the Study Areas
In the study areas, fisheries target a variety of species such as IMC, home. In the early morning, they retrieve the gear and return to the port with their catch. However, sometimes the catch is brought home for household consumption.
The legal fishing rights across sources are granted by the Department of Fisheries through licensing process. 
Socio-Demographic Profile of Fishermen Religion
Religion plays a vital role in the social and cultural environment of people in a given area (Khatun, et al. 2013 ).
In the present study majority of farmers are found to be practicing Hinduism. However, no farmer is found to be practicing any other religion under this study (Table 1) .
Caste
Caste is one of the important factors affecting the choice of the occupation and possession of skill in different rural economic activities (Singh 2003 (Table 1) .
Age structure (Figure 1)
Knowledge of age structure of fishermen is important in estimating potential productive human resources (Hussain, et al. 2009 ). In the present study, sample farmers were classified into four age groups such as up to 30 years, 31
to 40 years, 41 to 50 years and above 50 years. In this study, it was found that fishermen of 31-40 age groups were more in numbers (38.6%) and they were more active. The next group was 41-50 year followed by up to 30 year and minimum active fishermen were above 50 year group in selected 83 fishermen (Table 1 ).
Figure 1: Age Structure of Fishermen Family Size
Family size is an important socio-economic indicator as it affects the income, food consumption and socioeconomic wellbeing of the households. It is evident from baseline survey that larger family size average 5 members (Table   1 ). There are three types of houses in the study area such as 1) Katcha, that were made of bamboo and trees leaves with mud floor 2) Semi-pucca, that were made of brick in one part of either floor or wall, but the roof was in wood or tin and 3) pucca were made of brick. It was found that, 67% of the fishermen housing conditions were katcha, followed by semi-pucca (22%) and pucca (11%).
Impact Factor (JCC): 5.9865 NAAS Rating: 4.16 Income determines standard of living, income is highly correlated to almost all the indicators of well-being.
Average per capita annual income, from both agricultural and non-agricultural sources for the farmer households, under the present study is found to be for the land owner (LO) fishermen, ranges from Rs 17396-566888, whereas average annual household income of the land less LL fishermen, ranges from Rs 8407-36990, which is much below the poverty line.
Agriculture is the main occupation and aquaculture are the main secondary occupations, for the LO farmers. LL fishermen are mainly fulltime fishermen, with agriculture and aquaculture labor being the main secondary occupations.
Land Ownership
The fishermen have been categorized into two groups that are i) landowners (LO), who mainly cultivate crops in their lands during dry season are involved in fishing activities only during wet season as source of additional income and ii) landless (LL) fish farmers especially are full time fishers, depend on fishing almost round the year for their livelihood.
About 62% fishermen (LO) have negligible agricultural lands and cannot get enough production and move towards secondary occupation i.e. fisheries.
Experience in Fish Farming
Experience plays a vital role in efficient utilisation of resources and getting better output in any venture particularly in fisheries sector as it is the core factor in generation of traditional knowledge. In the present study fishermen has wide range of experience of 6-27 years in fishing. Most of the respondents have belongs to traditional fishermen community and has tremendous indigenous knowledge in fishing.
Training about Fishing or other Related Matter
It has been observed in this study that about 68% fishermen have training on one or more related matter, 32% of fishing rights to the reservoir by many society cause conflicts among fishermen. It is expected that the study finding will help policy maker to take effective initiatives to implement developmental policies. Most of fishermen were less perceptive about modern capture fisheries techniques still they are fishing with traditional gear and craft. It was found that, landless fishermen mainly depend on fishing. They live below poverty line. They are mostly illiterate, their housing conditions are katcha and they used pit toilets.
Further studies should focus, on factors affecting both economic performance and the success of the individual fishermen and fishery cooperatives. The government should empower the fishing communities, including both men and women, to participate in decision making process. The society should recognise the role of fishing community to restore, conserve, protect and co manage reservoir. There is need of strengthening of DoF components, viz. Fishermen welfare board, training centre and fisheries federation under fishermen line.
